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BANGKOK RESTAURANT REVIEW: 

Chairman  

The buzz: Replacing the short-lived Chef Man Express at Emquartier, Chairman goes for a '50s Hong Kong diner vibe (known as bing sutt or bing shi), serving 

Cantonese versions of Western food. 

The decor: LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ IƻƴƎ YƻƴƎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƛƳƛǘŀǘŜǎΥ CƻǊƳƛŎŀ ǘŀōƭŜǘƻǇǎΣ ƭƛƴƻ ŦƭƻƻǊΣ Ƴƛƴǘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŀƭƭǎ and a general sense 

ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ол ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ glisteningly new Chairman lacks the time-worn appeal of such institutions, but anyone familiar with the island city will 

identify the medley of cool green tones, mosaic wall tiles and iron shutters as being Hong Kong through and through. 

The food and drinks: Chef Man Wai Yin worked with a Hong Kong-born consultant to get the dishes right. Cafe items include the well-known bo lo bao with 

butter (soft bun with crunchy crust, B49) and Hong Kong-style French toast (two slices of white bread with peanut butter spread dipped in eggs and fried, 

.мнлύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘŜŦ aŀƴΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǎŀƭǘŜŘ ŜƎƎ ȅƻƭƪ ƭŀǾŀ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ό.мплύΦ hƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ IƻƴƎ YƻƴƎ ǎǘŀǇƭŜǎ ƭƛke honey barbecue pork rice (B160), 

the chefs also roll out baked egg fried rice topped with either a pork chop and tangy tomato sauce (B250) or chicken with a Macanese/Portuguese-influenced 

coconut curry sauce (B230). In keeping with the cafe vibe, soup noodles come served with your choice of ham and sunny side-up egg (B170), braised beef 

brisket (B200) and more. Also note that the portions of rice and noodles are huge. For something sweet, look no further than refreshing mango-based desserts 

like mango pudding (B70), mango rice roll (mango puree with rice noodles, B95) and chilled mango puree with mango and pomelo (B110). To drink, they 

ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŎƘƛƭƭŜŘ Ƴƛƭƪ ǘŜŀ ό.ммлύ ŀƴŘ ƛŎŜŘ ǊŜŘ ōŜŀƴ ǇǳǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴƛƭƪ ό.трύΦ !ƭǎƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ IY ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƪŜ ƻǊ {Ǉrite with ice cream (B60). 

Why you should care: IŀǳǘŜ ŎǳƛǎƛƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƛƴΩǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ǳndeniable charm to these idiosyncratic, deeply unfashionable dishes. Order up a milky cup of tea 

and enjoy. 

 


